
 

CITY OF CLEVELAND 

MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

AGENDA 

March 21, 2014 

9:00 A.M. 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

 

A. _____ Lou Patten (Chairman) 

B. _____ Verrill Norwood (Vice Chairman) 

C. _____ Lynn DeVault (Secretary-Treasurer) 

D. _____ Mike McCoy  

E. _____ LeRoy Rymer, Jr. 

 

III. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES (February 2014) 

 

IV. PRESENTATIONS 

 

A.  Michael West (Victory Sign Company) – LED Street Signs 

 

B.  Donna Barker (D&M Distributing) – Snow Removal Products 

 

V. UPDATES 

 

A. Construction Updates (PDC Consultants) 

 

B.  Hardwick Field Land Disposal (Verrill Norwood) 

 

C. FBO Report (Taylor Newman or Representative)   

 

D. Director’s Report  (Mark Fidler) 

a.  TN Airports Conference  (Page 1) 

b.  Youth Aviation Adventure (Page 2) 

 

VI.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A.  Winter Safety and Operations Plan – Handout (Mark Fidler) 

 

VII.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Charter Internet Installation (Mark Fidler) 

 

B.  Retro Motion Authorizing Chairman to Sign Amendment Request to the Runway 

Justification Study for the Required Environmental Assessment (Pages 3-4) 

 



Cleveland Municipal Airport Authority 

March 21, 2014 

 

VIII.  BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 

 

A.  Lou Patten 

B.  Verrill Norwood 

C.  Lynn DeVault 

D.  Mike McCoy 

E.  LeRoy Rymer, Jr. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 

              Next Scheduled Meeting – To be Announced  

 

 

Informational Attachments: 

 

Authority Attendance Log (Page 5) 

Payments (Page 6) 

Expense Report (Page 7) 

Revenue Report – To Be Distributed at the Meeting by Mark Fidler 
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2014 Tennessee Airports Conference

Day 1, Monday, March 17
2:00 - 5:00 Tour, MiddleTN State University Aerospace Department
11:00 - 5:00 Setup for Exhibitors
6:00 - 8:00 Reception with Exhibitors;

Sponsored by TNAviation Association

Day 2, Tuesday, March 18
7:00 - 5:00

7:00 - 8:30

Registration Open
Exhibit Hall Open (Hotel breakfast bar or coffee/softdrink bar in Exhibit Hall);
Sponsored by Alien &Hoshaii

8:30 - 8:45 Presentation of Colors, CivilAir Patrol; Welcome, TAA; Conference Roadmap
8:45 - 9:00 Welcome, John Schroer, Commissioner,TN Department ofTransportation
9:00 - 9:30 Keynote Address, Debby Rihn-Harvey
9:30 - 10:00 Break with Exhibitors; Sponsored by Hanson
10:00 - 10:30 The Institute of Aerospace Education, Dr.Tim Smith, CEO
10:30 - 10:45 National Oceanic&Atmospheric Administration (N0AA)
10:45 - 11:00 FAA Update, Winsome Lenfert, FAA Southern Region, Division Manager
11:00 - 11:30 State of Aviation, Bill Orellana, Director, TN Aeronautics Division
11:30 - 1:00 TN Tourism, Susan Whitaker, Commissioner

TN Aeronautics Division Awards of Excellence Lunch; Sponsored by Atkins
1:00 - 1:30 TN Economic &Community Development,AllenBorden, Assistant Commissioner
1:30 - 2:00 Airspace Issues,Cindy Hintz, FAA Southern Region
2:00 - 2:30 Break with Exhibitors; Sponsored by Neel-Schaffer
2:30 - 3:30 AOPA; Mark Baker, President/CEO
3:30 - 3:45 We're All About You, TN Aviation Association
3:45 Adjourn
4:00 - 7:00 HospitalitySuite Open; Sponsored by Carver LLC
6:30 - 10:30 VIVA LAS VEGAS! CASINO NIGHT; Recognition of Awards Winners;

Exhibit Hall Open; Sponsored by TAACA

Day 3, Wednesday, March 19
7:00 - 8:30 Exhibit Hall Open (Hotel breakfast bar or coffee/soft drinkbar in Exhibit Hall);

Sponsored by Barge, Waggoner, Sumner&Cannon
8:30 - 9:15 Breakout Session (concurrent)

Session 1: Bird strikes/Wildlife Hazard Mitigation, Dr. Russel Defiisco, Bash, Inc.
Session 2: Blackcat Grant ManagementSystem, Terri Tanner, TN Aeronautics Division
Session 3: Environmental Assessments, Stephen Wilson, FAA Airports District Office

9:15 - 10:00 Breakwith Exhibitors; Sponsored by Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood
10:00 - 10:45 Breakout Session 1,2 or 3
10:45 - 11:30 Breakout Session 1,2 or 3
11:30 Adjourn
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Fuels:

100LL AVGAS

Jet-A

Aircraft Tie-downs:

Aircraft Ramp Fee(s):

GPU Fee(s):

Property Lease(s):

T-Hangar Lease(s):

Facility Rental(s):

Facility Donation(s):

$ Total:

Cleveland TN Regional Jetport

YTD

Sales By Item Summary
January/14 February, '14

Quantity: $ Amount: Quantity: $ Amount: Quantity: $ Amount:

1,966.50 $10,536.43 2,397.80 $12,649.82 4,364.30 $23,186.25

4,894 $22,872.84 5,563 $24,441.41 10,457 $47,314.25

1 $10.00 4 $20.00 5 $30.00

1 $75.00 1 $75.00 2 $150.00

0 0 0

8 $3,944.61 8 $3,944.61 - $7,889.22

20 $5,650.00 20 $5,650.00 - $11,300.00

6 $1,500.00 6 $1,500.00 12 $3,000.00

0 1 $10,000.00 1 $10,000.00

$44,588.88 $58,280.84 $102,869.72



M I N U T E S 

CITY OF CLEVELAND 

MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

March 21, 2014 

9:00 A.M. 

 
          

Be it recorded that the Cleveland Municipal Airport Authority met in a regular session on Friday, 

March 21, 2014, at 9:00 a.m. in the Cleveland Municipal Council Room. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Lou Patten, Lynn DeVault, Verrill Norwood, Mike McCoy and LeRoy 

Rymer, Jr. 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 

 

CITY STAFF:  Kristi Powers (PW Support Services Manager), Mark Fidler (Airport Manager), Shawn 

McKay (City Clerk), David Davis (City Reporter), Beverley Lindsey (Executive Assistant to the City 

Manager), Renea Brown (Recording Secretary) and John Kimball (City Attorney)  

 

FBO STAFF:  Taylor Newman 

 

CONSULTANTS:  Ron Fitzgerald and Rick Hudgens 

 

GUESTS:  None  

 

MEDIA:  Joyanna Love (Cleveland Banner) 

       

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, Lou Patten, at 9:04 a.m.    

 

ROLL CALL 
The Chairman called the roll and is recorded above as Members Present.  Lynn DeVault arrived at 9:54 

a.m.     

 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

Chairman Patten called for a motion to accept the minutes from the February 21, 2014, meeting.  

LeRoy Rymer so moved, seconded by Verrill Norwood and was unanimously passed.   

 

PRESENTATIONS 

Michael West (Victory Sign Company) 

Mark Fidler explained how he had seen Victory Sign Company’s work; in fact, they did the Jones 

hangar sign at the airport and he was very impressed.  They also did the round monument sign in 

Chattanooga about twelve years ago.  Mark then introduced Michael West. 
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Michael said Mark had asked him to come up with a starting point, so what he has is a first design.  The 

airport’s situation is very unique.  The closer to the road you get, the smaller they could go with the 

monument sign.  The design he came up with is thirty feet tall and can be seen over the straightaway and 

the rises and sits back behind the power lines.   

 

He directed the Authority to look out the window to the display on the back of his truck.  In comparison, 

the board is 3’x 7’ and the board in the drawing is 5’ x 12’.  The proposed sign would be placed on Dry 

Valley Road at the entrance to the airport.  Board Member DeVault said her interpretation of the 

handout is there will be a fixed sign at the top reading Cleveland, Tennessee Regional Jetport; and the 

proposal is to have one of the flashing signs so you can advertise the weather and such.  She wanted to 

know if the Authority found they could not afford the electronic sign initially, could it be added at a later 

date as long as it was properly wired.  Michael said if it was engineered for that, then yes.  John Kimball 

advised before the Authority committed to a type of digital sign, to check with the planning office to get 

specifics on what the sign ordinance is.  Board Member DeVault asked if it would be considered a 

billboard and would need the State’s approval.  John Kimball didn’t think so, but the planning office 

would know for sure.   

 

Board Member DeVault mentioned a sponsoring opportunity perhaps on the sign; maybe they would 

have better luck than they’ve had with the screens on the inside of the terminal.   

 

Board Member Rymer asked for a ballpark figure.  Michael said $90,000 to $95,000 for installation and 

the electronics plus there would be the expense of getting electrical to the sign.  The electronic part of 

the sign is about $65,000 of the cost; the rest of the sign is $25,000 to $30,000 including the foundation 

and installation.  Board Member DeVault asked if the paper graphic was representative of what the pole 

would look like.  Michael stated yes, that was a pole cover which hides the pole on the inside.  It is not a 

part of the structure; it’s an aluminum cover.  The top sign is six foot tall and twenty-three foot long.  

This can be scaled up or down, but he really feels that in order to see it, it needs to be this size.  He can 

also do a picture with the sign superimposed if that would help with the visual.  Board Member DeVault 

said she knows this option is practical, but she was really hoping for something a little more elegant and 

possibly with some stone.  She is also not that crazy about the electronic portion.   

 

Ms. DeVault thinks the driveway entrance is hard to find.  She would like to see additional signage 

leading up to the entrance.  Also, due to the lack of visibility, it is quite dangerous pulling out of the 

airport onto Dry Valley Road.   

 

Board Member Rymer would like to see the aircraft on the proposed sign closer to the actual airport. 

 

The other item to be discussed is the message center and the differences between the Watch Fire unit 

which is American made and the Chinese brand.  There is about a twenty percent difference in price but 

they both have the same five year warranty.  Michael introduced Mark Cranfield with Watch Fire, for 

this.  Mark passed around the “building blocks” of the signs.  He said in this industry, there are three 

types of companies.  There are the technology manufacturers, the technology resellers, and the 

technology assemblers.  Here in the states, there are probably one hundred companies that are reselling 

Chinese products that are imported from about thirty to thirty-five different manufacturers.  His 

company is a technology manufacturer who has been in business since 1932.  Their corporate name is 

Time-O-Matic.  They are based in Danville, Illinois, with 200,000 square feet of manufacturing space; 

and thirty-five engineers and 350 employees.  They developed the old, incandescent time and 
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temperature displays in front of banks back in the 50’s; the mechanical flashers in the 60’s, 70’s and 

80’s; and transitioned into the LED’s in the late 90’s.  There are approximately 50,000 displays in 

service across the country right now.   

 

What is being proposed for this airport is 19 mm.  This is in the middle of the products they 

manufacture; anything over 180 feet will look like a television screen.   The further back you are, the 

better the display looks.  You are buying a product, so you don’t want to buy resolution you don’t need.  

The products that were passed around, you will notice the Chinese product was not well protected.  This 

is because their products don’t go through the manufacturing processes that we do to keep moisture out.  

If you look at our circuit panel, you will see it is actually encased in a silicone gel that keeps moisture 

out of the electronics.  At trade shows, they plug one of their boards into the wall and dunk it in a fish 

tank.  In the Chinese version, the circuit board is completely exposed.  There is definitely a difference in 

the products they manufacture and the ones that come from China.  With outdoor electronics, you get 

what you pay for and they stand behind their products better than anyone else in the industry. 

 

Mark Fidler asked about leasing options.  Mark Cranfield said there is a third party company that has 

leased or financed Watch Fire signs for over twenty-five years.  His signs are the only ones they will 

finance.  With this technology, sometimes other products don’t even last through the warranty period.  

Time-O-Matic’s warranty is five years; no one else offers anything longer.  They don’t, however, offer 

an extended warranty on any of their products.   

 

They have hundreds of billboards all over the country; and for most of them, there are not any buildings 

within a thousand feet that could communicate with them.  These are remote access signs.  Because of 

all of their billboards, they have a relationship with Verizon Wireless that allows them to offer to 

customers a low cost broadband option in case your sign location is more than a thousand feet from a 

building.  Their low cost broadband allows you to update from anywhere as long as you have internet 

service.  This also allows their base to ping your sign periodically though out the day to run diagnostics.  

If there is a problem it will email Michael, someone in the customer’s company and his service 

department.  They can ship parts based on the diagnostic reports to Michael without him having 

physically go and check it out.  This is just another advantage his company has that other companies 

can’t offer and it’s a free service. 

 

Board Member DeVault asked if the top sign was illuminated.  Michael stated it was.   

 

She asked if the Authority would like to possibly finalize a design and get a price.  She also wanted to 

know if there would be State money available to help offset the cost.  Rick advised State funding was 

not available for a sign.  The Authority would be responsible for one hundred percent.  Mark Fidler 

thinks the Authority should let Michael get back with them on an updated prototype based on their 

suggestions.   

 

She would like to see something else done with the top sign.  She doesn’t feel three feet is quite tall 

enough which makes it seem like it’s out of balance.  She would like the size increased and 

superimposed on a picture with a price; a price for just the Regional Jetport part; and a separate price for 

the electronics.  Both the Chairman and Lynn would like to see the sign flow with the terminal building. 

 

Donna Barker (D & M Distributing) 

Donna Barker stated her company had several different product lines of snow removal equipment, salt 

spreaders and snowplows.  For several years, they have been doing business with the Bradley County 
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Road Department.  Ninety-nine percent of their business is with government.  

 

The Snow X line salt spreaders are all electric and all polyurethane.  They offer spray systems to go with 

them.  You don’t have to worry about the engine starting in ten degree weather or tying up a truck with 

hydraulics.  These would be perfect for an airport.       

 

She has been a dealer for Swenson Salt Spreaders for twenty years, and she has never had a warranty 

claim on any of their products.  They make all types and sizes for every budget. 

 

She is also a plow dealer.  Meyers and Valk are really good lines.  Meyers makes a rubber blade that 

prevents you from tearing up asphalt.   

 

All of these companies are very reputable.  She encouraged the Authority to call the local cities and 

TDOT to get their opinions since they all use them.   

 

Board Member DeVault said the tailgate spreaders looked to be very practical.  Ms. Barker said the 

sand/salt spreaders can be used for oil and fuel spills as well.  Mark Fidler said they would probably use 

a spreader that dispenses sand or urea pellets, or with a liquid urea sprayer.  The one drawback to the 

sprayer is the liquid urea is a regulated material which requires a SWPPP.   Ms. DeVault asked if the oil 

and fuel spill benefit would sway the decision between liquid or solid spreaders.  Mark stated that was 

an added benefit you would not get from a liquid spreader.  The one downside to the sand spreader is 

after you discharge sand onto the runway, you have to sweep the sand back up which then obligates you 

to a sweeper.  Ms. Barker advised that some models are available with a material spreader and a liquid 

sprayer so you would have both.  She is a sweeper dealer too.  The company that makes the Snow X also 

has a line called Sweep X.       

   

Mark said in an ideal situation, they would want a ten foot blade with a Teflon bottom mounted on the 

front end of a pickup truck to clear the ramps if it’s wet snow.  Sand would be spread across the 

appropriate width of the runway and you would come back and broom it when the snow melted.  The 

broom could also be used for a dry snow. 

 

The Chairman wanted time to look over the Winter Safety Plan and asked Mark to look into the most 

practical methods and their costs.  Mark said the minimum would be a blade and a vehicle to propel it 

with.  Board Member DeVault agreed with the Chairman regarding needing time to study this in order to 

make a determination as to whether they can afford it or not.  She does not, however, want to wait 

several months due to the quickly approaching deadline to request funding.  She requested Mark do a 

budget.  She also mentioned that the City had a street sweeper and wondered if it would work to sweep 

up the sand on the runway?  Kristi Powers said she would check with the Public Works Director to see 

how effective it is for sand.   

    

UPDATES 

Construction Updates 

Rick Hudgens reported the ALP is in the review process by the FAA.  Once it is returned, eleven copies 

will be printed out, signed by the Chairman and returned to Aeronautics for Tom Burgess’ signature. 

 

Last week, there was a Justification Study scoping meeting held with Paul Perry, Chuck Hoskins, Mark 

Fidler and PDC. A price was submitted to them, and he is hoping for a return answer within a week or 

two.  Once a Work Authorization has been approved, the time schedule should be two months; then the 
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Justification Study will be turned over to the Aeronautics Division for their review.  He does not foresee 

any problems with this. 

 

They also talked about an EA for the runway extension.  A request was submitted last Friday in 

BlackCat for funding.   

 

Board Member Rymer inquired how many corporate letters were received for the Justification Study.  

Rick thinks there were four.  Once approval has been received on the Environmental Assessment, it will 

be scoped and work will begin.   He is anticipating six months.   

 

They are looking for Mark to be able to go before the Aeronautics Commission in November for 

funding for the design; and in February or April, go back for construction dollars to get the runway 

extension started.   

 

A meeting was held on the T-hangar project.  The corrections will be completed when it dries out some. 

 

A punch list inspection was done on the lighting system.  There were just a few minor things that 

Guardian Electric is going to take care of.   

 

Chairman Patten asked for an update on the Southside Development.  Rick advised the design was 

started last week.  They have to get a couple more shots where the dirt was disturbed by the Jones 

Hangar, but that shouldn’t take long.  He is expecting to be able to bid within the next couple of months.  

Board Member Rymer asked if a fence would be installed on the back lot line of Jones’ property.  Rick 

stated Jones is supposed to put a fence up, but it will probably be a four foot decorative one instead of 

one for security.  He does still need to put up his security gate.  PDC will be installing a gate going into 

the south development as well as some additional fencing.      

 

Hardwick Field Land Disposal 

Verrill Norwood reported on the land purchases of the two houses and three trailers on Old Tasso.  He 

said the billing has been submitted to the State which brings them now owing us just shy of a half a 

million dollars.  He has given the finance director copies of this so hopefully he can move the process 

forward.  Also, the house still needs to be emptied.    

 

He is still in negotiations with the FAA on the Hardwick Field disposal.  They were supposed to have 

released Hardwick Field on March 14
th
.  They did not do this.  Instead, they called the City Manager 

saying they had problems with the appraisal.  The initial appraisal was done in pieces (Exhibit A) with a 

grand total of all the pieces together.  The Atlanta FAA is saying it should have been appraised as one 

whole piece.  He spoke with them and explained why it was done this way.  The gentleman was 

supposed to return his call yesterday but he did not.  The whole situation is very complicated.   

 

He met with an auctioneer who has put together some ideas on how to sell Hardwick Field.  He has laid 

out the whole area into potential pieces to sell to help stir up ideas as to what people can do with it.  No 

new sewer is required and all of the other facilities are there.  All of the easements have been located 

and everything has been designed around them.  He is just waiting for the letter saying it’s ours. 

 

He plans to contact the gentleman in Atlanta later today.  If that doesn’t work, he may have to do 

something else.   
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Chairman Patten asked if he was still thinking May for the auction.  Verrill said yes, but it really 

depends on what the FAA has us do.  It may run into June. 

 

Other 

Chairman Patten asked Mr. Norwood’s thoughts on if the next meeting, due to Good Friday, should be 

moved a week sooner or a week later based on if motions have to be made regarding the sale and a 

public notice.  Verrill feels it should be pushed back a week to April 25th and added that the notice for 

sale would be provided by the auction company.   Mike McCoy asked how an auction company would 

be decided upon if that’s the route the Authority wants to take.  Verrill stated he is waiting on a proposal 

from the company he has been working with.   

 

FBO Report 

Taylor Newman reported the following activity: 

 Approximately 5,000 gallons of jet fuel and 2,400 gallons of AVGAS were sold.  Crystal Air’s 

consumption of AVGAS was about forty percent.  Base customers consumption of jet fuel was 

forty percent. 

 It is spring cleaning time which means there will be some new mulching of the beds outside, 

cleaning up along the fence line, placing stepping stones between the building and the hangar 

and from the maintenance building to the ramp.  They will also reevaluate the planting situation 

and replace or add what is needed.  He also feels some talks need to happen with the County 

Road Department to help with some brush removal along the right-of-way in front of Royal 

Oaks. 

 Flight instruction is fairly active.  There are about fifteen active students at this time. 

 They are still averaging a turbine airplane daily.  

 They are trying to put together details for an Open House.  More discussion to follow in the 

coming months.   

 Maintenance has been busy.   

 

Board Member Rymer asked how many people came to the Tuskegee Airshow.  Taylor thinks there 

were 250 people in attendance.   

  

Director’s Report 

TN Airports Conference 

The Chairman started out by saying Mark Fidler is on the Tennessee Aviation Association Board who 

sponsored the event this year instead of the Tennessee Aeronautics Division.  He, along with Mark and 

Jennifer Fidler, and Kristi Powers, all attended this year.  While they were there, he noticed an article in 

the newsletter about the Jetport with picture of CRJ on the cover.  The conference was well attended.  

During the awards presentation, the Cleveland Regional Jetport was named the airport of the year. This 

award is voted on by the Tennessee Aeronautics Commission and means that you truly are the number 

one airport in Tennessee; this is primarily an award given to general aviation airports.      

 

Mark Fidler reported the conference was attended by a majority of the airports throughout the state, as 

well as, several FAA personnel.  Representatives were there discussing the impact of the new 20:1 

clearance regulations and the new wildlife regulations.  These regulations including wildlife control 

issues and issues they are having with the Indiana grey bat and, soon-to-be, the long eared grey bat.  The 

bats have white nose syndrome and it’s killing them all.   
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Approximately forty-six vendors were represented at the conference.       

 

Youth Aviation Adventure 

The Youth Aviation Adventure was an event held on March 8
th
 in conjunction with A Community of 

One.  This is an effort to help children stay on the path of righteousness and off drugs by providing them 

with a vision.  The children got hands on experience with the aircrafts and received lots of valuable 

information.  The group has already expressed interest in returning next year. 

 

Other 

Chairman Patten asked Mark Fidler to provide something showing what CRJ’s sales and receipts are by 

month and year-to-date.  He will be providing this monthly.    

 

Army Aviation Heritage Event 

Chairman Patten asked for an update on this event.  Mike McCoy stated they are still working on it.  The 

group will be in Nashville the third weekend in May with two helicopters.  He is waiting to see if they 

might drop them off here; in essence, their fuel will already be paid for coming and going.  If they drop 

them off, all we would have to do is hangar them.  Right now, they can work something out for May 

21
st
.  The cost would be reduced because of the fuel savings; in addition to the sponsors.  This would be 

the same program they presented to us in January but with an additional helicopter.  This is something 

potential that is being looked at; if this doesn’t work, he will look for something in the fall. 

 

Gotham Dream Cars 

The Gotham Dream Cars contract has been signed and returned.  The ads will start running in early to 

mid-May.  In addition to the dream car event, the muscle cars will be there too.  The two events will be 

coinciding with each other since the muscle cars do not require a track.  They will be originating out of 

the parking lot.  The event will be held June 6
th

.         

 

Beam Baffle 

Mark passed out a photo of a beam baffle that was installed on the beacon.  The baffle does not impede 

the rotation of the light in any way.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Winter Safety and Operations Plan 

Mark passed out a Winter Safety and Operations Plan which addresses the issues with the snow removal 

at the airport, and how it will be removed on the surfaces of the airport.  Also included in the document, 

is a Snow and Ice Removal survey he conducted with other non-carrier airports throughout the state.  

According to the survey, a majority of airports simply let the snow melt on its own.  The exceptions are 

Smyrna and Elizabethton.  As far as de-icing, the more he looked into it, the more concerned he became 

about the ramifications of pollution and the impact of the de-icing agent.  It’s clear with our present 

storm water treatment certification, this is not an issue we want to get in to.  He has asked Rick to 

discuss what the impact of us pursuing glycol use is on the local environment with our SWPPP 

authorization.   

 

Rick stated the SWPPP the airport has is an individual permit which, at that time, was the only one ever 

issued.  It did not cover anything like this.  It does expire in September or October.  After that, we enter 

into an environmental assessment on the runway extension.  If TDEC got word of the glycol, it might be 

some point of contention as far as getting things approved through them.  He advised he would be 

cautious of the glycol.  The creek is very sensitive and it would be bad if something were to accidentally 
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get dumped in it like glycol.   

 

Chairman Patten asked if a permit could be obtained from TDEC in order to offer this service.  Rick 

stated it was hazardous material.  Ms. DeVault asked would it not be better for the airport to control the 

glycol rather than having individuals using it with no understanding of its impact.   She feels that instead 

of saying you’ll never do it and having individuals doing it themselves, it would be better if there were 

some rules around to say it can only be done in this location and such.  Rick stated he had never been a 

part of a glycol project; but he does know that in the area where it is sprayed, the glycol has to be 

collected then treated and released or hauled off.   

 

Chairman Patten advised this was something we would continue to look in to.  He would like to know 

the costs involved to be able to comply with the regulations.         

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Charter Internet Installation 

Charter’s representative came back before the Authority with an update.  He said fortunately when the 

City agreed to do the terminal, they were able to absorb about two thirds of the cost of building the 

entire project into that which helped quite a bit.  He has been in conversation with Patrick Butler 

regarding what Jones Airways will need and with Mark regarding what Wright Aviation will need.  

These two are the closest to being ready to sign an agreement so Charter can get started.  Based on what 

they are looking at, the cost that is left is $12,109.  With the revenue realized from the Jones and Wright 

agreements, $5,900 is the balance of what is needed in order to meet a positive ROI.  If any of the other 

private hangar owners are ready and willing to sign a thirty-six month agreement, then the number will 

drop.  Essentially, even if they are not quite ready, if anyone is willing to sign saying they will get 

services started by a certain date, then they could work with that.  If the Authority would authorize up to 

$5,900.00 and these two agreements are signed, then he feels they can move forward.  He appreciates 

Ms. DeVault’s previous suggestion, but that is simply not how his company works. 

 

Board Member Rymer asked Mark about some of the other hangar owners.  Mark advised VOE is not 

on-board, but he will continue to talk with the tenants.  He spoke with Robbie Garrison, who is 

interested, but he has not committed to a construction date yet.  The same applies with Tony Raspa. 

 

Chairman Patten asked if the Authority would be refunded any money for future installments.  Charter’s 

representative stated no.   

 

Chairman Patten advised he had been in discussions with Mark regarding possibly charging new tenants 

a fee to connect.  He asked Mark what he found out about funding.  Mark said according to the City 

Manager, it was the Authority’s call.  Mike McCoy stated he has reservations.  The Authority is already 

in deep over the terminal situation where the City Council let the Authority have money and we’ve 

failed to make a lot of progress to pay it back.  He hates to keep asking because some of the Council 

members are concerned about the amount they’ve already loaned.   Chairman Patten said with the 

money they have invested out there…$5,900 to get the high speed internet would benefit everyone in the 

long run.  The Charter rep. said the services Jones Airways wants, is the majority of what is bringing 

down the costs.   

 

LeRoy Rymer made a motion to approve up to $5,900 for the installation of Charter services to the 

Jetport in order to go ahead and start the project.  Verrill Norwood seconded the motion.  Four were 

in favor with one opposed.   The motion passed.   
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Retro Motion Authorizing the Chairman to Sign Amendment Request to the Runway Justification Study 

for the Required Environmental Assessment 

Chairman Patten called for a retro motion authorizing him to sign the amendment request for the 

runway justification study. Verrill Norwood so moved, seconded Mike McCoy and was 

unanimously passed.            

 

BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 

Lou Patten – None 

 

Verrill Norwood – None 

 

Lynn DeVault – None  

 

Mike McCoy – None 

 

LeRoy Rymer, Jr. –   None 

 

Adjournment 

Due to the next scheduled meeting falling on a holiday, it has been rescheduled to Friday April 25
th

 at 

9am.  Since there was no further discussion, Chairman Patten adjourned the meeting at 10:36 a.m.   

                                                                                                                        

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Renea Brown,  

       Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

Attachments and Handouts: 

1.  TN Airports Conference 

2.  Youth Aviation Adventure 

3.  Amendment Request to the Runway Justification Study for the Environmental Assessment 

 

Information Attachments: 

1. Authority Attendance Log 

2. Payments 

3. Expense Report 

4. Revenue Report 
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